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Guidelines for Obtaining Research Credit or Research Distinction 
 
The Miller School of Medicine encourages all medical students to participate in a research activity 
during their medical education. Students are eligible to receive Research Credits and to graduate 
with Research Distinction as a result of their efforts.  Students must apply for credits or to graduate 
with research distinction.  The Medical Student Research Committee has the responsibility to 
review and approve a student’s request for Research Credits and Research Distinction. The 
following describes the guidelines and the application process for the award of Research Credits 
and Research Distinction. 
 

Research Credit 
 

1. The student and the mentor must submit a detailed plan of the research project (not to 
exceed 3 pages). The plan should state the hypothesis, the specific aims, the methods, and 
the data analyses proposed for the project. It should also outline the student’s role in the 
project and note that the mentor accepts responsibility for mentoring the student. This 
plan should be signed by the mentor, co-signed by the student and approved by the 
Medical Student Research Committee. 

2. The research should be performed at UM or other academic institution approved by the 
committee. 

3. In general, 40 hours of research effort is considered approximately 1 credit hour provided 
that the appropriate type of research participation has occurred. The award of 4 credit 
hours is typical. Only in exceptional situations will more than 4 credit hours be awarded. 
Credit requests of over four credit hours must have the approval of the Senior Associate 
Dean for Medical Education. 

4. A short paper is to be submitted by the student at the end of the project. This paper is 
authored by the student who did the work and should be between 5 and 15 double spaced 
pages. The paper needs to discuss the hypothesis of the project, the methods used to 
research the project, the results of the project and the implications and conclusions of the 
research project. 

5. A letter of support from the mentor is required. The letter should evaluate the student’s 
work on the project and clearly state the faculty member’s involvement in the project and 
the amount of time the student committed to the project. 

6. M.D – Ph.D students will receive additional research credits only in unusual circumstances.  
Credits requests by M.D. – Ph.D. students must be approved by the Senior Associate Dean 
for Medical Education. 
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Research Distinction 
 

1. The student and the mentor must submit a detailed plan of the research project (not to 
exceed 3 pages). The plan should state the hypothesis, the specific aims, the methods, and 
the data analyses proposed for the project.  It should also outline the student’s role in the 
project and note that the faculty member accepts responsibility for mentoring the 
student. This plan should be signed by the mentor, co-signed by the student and approved 
by the research committee. 

2. The project must test a hypothesis as the focus of the study. The project may be done in 
either a basic science or clinical discipline. The student may not simply carry out a survey, 
data collection, write a paper on collected data for a faculty member or review other’s 
opinions. 

3. The project should be performed at the University of Miami or other academic institution 
approved by the committee. 

4. A minimum time commitment of at least 4 months of full-time activity is recommended 
5. Annual progress reports must be submitted to the committee by the student. 
6. Research results and conclusions should be presented at a meeting such as the Eastern 

Student Research Forum or other national meeting. 
7. A student will write a detailed research paper as the sole author. The paper will be 

reviewed by the research committee and needs to contain a statement of the hypothesis, 
specific objectives for the project, data collection, analysis of the data and methods used, 
interpretation of the results, and the conclusions and implications derived from the 
research project. Published papers can be submitted as an appendix to the medical 
student’s paper. The best papers will receive distinction.  

8. A letter of support for research distinction from the mentor is required. The letter should 
critically evaluate the student’s work on the project, clearly state the faculty member’s 
involvement in the project, the mentoring process and note the time commitment of the 
student. 
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Research Requirements for Research Credit and Research Distinction 
 

Requirements for Research  Credit Distinction 

1. Submit a research proposal plan √ √ 

2. Letter of support from mentor/student 
      outlining the student role in the project 

√ √ 

3. Time for research  √ 

4.  Location of research Generally @ UM Generally @ UM 

5.  Progress reports to research committee  √ 

6. Short paper on research to be evaluated by the  
     Research committee 

√  

7. Detailed paper of the research to be judged by  
      the research committee 

 √ 

8.  Evaluation of student performance from mentor √ √ 

9. Letter of support from mentor 
       

√ √ 

10. Research to be presented at ESRF or another  
      national meeting 

 √ 

  
 
ALL DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO THE OFFICE OF MEDICAL CURRICULUM (Julie Johnson) 


